
Conveniences Sorely Needed:
Montana’s Historic Highway Bridges,
1860–1956
By Jon Axline
Old bridges do more than just span rivers.
They provide an important historical
connection between the hopes and dreams
of the people who built them and those who
continue to benefit from their use today.
Montana's historic highway bridges are
symbols of the cooperative spirit that led to
the economic and social stability of
communities throughout the Big Sky
Country for over a century. Other bridges,
such as those built during the Great
Depression, are physical reminders of
significant periods in American history and
tell stories about the breadth of Montana's
transportation past. Nonetheless all are
representatives of the best in engineering
practices and are testaments to the science
of practical bridge design from the
aesthetically delightful Fort Benton Bridge
to the more mundane Fred Robinson
Bridge in the Missouri Breaks Country.
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Today, Montana's bridges are a visible,
often overlooked, and fast disappearing
part of the state's historic landscape. Yet
the story they tell is significant to
understanding the dynamics of Montana's
development in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries and the optimism
many had in its future.
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Montana Mainstreets Volume 7:
A Guide to Historic Bozeman
By Jim Jenks
Founded in the 1860s on an important emigrant
route to the territory's gold camps, Bozeman,
Montana, grew rapidly from frontier farming
settlement into a bustling center of commerce.
The arrival of the Northern Pacific Railroad in
1883 and the establishment of the Montana State
College twenty years later secured the town's
bright future. As Bozeman prospered,
substantial buildings of brick and stone grew up
along its Main Street and in its newly platted
neighborhoods. Today, the town's historic center,
substantial public buildings, and charming
homes remain a vibrant part of the community.
Discover Bozeman's rich history and
architectural heritage through this lively guide.
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